Branch III 3         ESTHETIC.    HUTCHESON.                  537

expresses it)1. From a form of sensibility we are handed
over to a cognitive power; and instead of a special
'pleasure' to be received, we have a mental energy to be put
forth. Still more marked is this feature, when he says that
the 'faculty.' carries in its veiy nature the prerogative of com-
manding and controlling the other powers, appreciating as it
does a quality superior to any with which the others have
to do2. Here surely we hear a voice in tune with the deep
authoritative tones of Butler, rather than with the soft and
winning tenor of Shaftesbury.

The side from which Hutcheson approached the study
of our ethical nature accounts for this difference, and
throws light upon the characteristics of his doctrine. He
began his investigations with the scrutiny of our aesthetic
judgments and emotions, and came to the conclusion that
they were not circuitously derived from any more elemen-
tary interest, but immediately given by a special quality
apprehended in beautiful objects by a perceptivity in us
related to it. In this case, it is a * Sense' that is exercised,
because the mind is affected by an object from without,
which reports its contents to the mental gaze. With this
analogy in his thoughts, Hutcheson addresses himself to
the moral judgments and emotions, and by following its
parallel line was brought to a similar inference; that they
too are no offshoots of personal pleasure or advantage, but
the intuitive cognisance of a special quality inherent in a
certain type of conduct and character; and that it was in
virtue of a mental organ of apprehension reserved for the
purpose, that this 'goodness' in voluntary action spoke to
us at sight. This organ of apprehension, therefore, was in
its turn called a * Sense/ because affected by a contem-
plated object external to the mind. Under the guidance
of this preconception, Hutcheson, in his search for 'good-
ness/ looks outward^ and assumes that it is primarily some-
thing to be seen in the actions of others, and that all our
feelings towards it are but extensions of the joy incident to
* Sybtem, I. i. 4, p. 58.                          a Ibid. p. 61.